Published on 01 January 1877. Downloaded on 26/10/2014 03:26:23. 


View Article Online / Journal Homepage / Table of Contents for this issue 


198 


THE ANALYST. 


A NEW TEST EOR ALCOHOL. 

Pharm. Journal, [3] No. 336, p. 463. 

Dr. Ed. W. Davy noticing a deep azure blue colouration as the result of the action of 
alcohol upon a solution of molybdic acid in strong sulphuric acid, proposes the re-action 
as a very delicate test for the presence of alcohol. The blue colouration is not confined 
to ethylic alcohol, but appears to be produced in the same way by methylic, propylic, 
butylic, and amylic alcohols. 

Three or four drops of the molybdic solution are placed in a small white porcelain 
capsule, heated slightly in the water bath, and then a few drops of the liquid to be 
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tested are added gently to the acid solution, if alcohol be present, blue colouration appears 
either immediately or in a few moments. 

Hr. Davy especially points out the ready way in which the test detects alcohol in 
chloroform, and asserts that he has found no chloroform in commerce which did not give 
the blue colouration. The abstractor would like to remark that he believes a small per¬ 
centage of alcohol is added to chloroform by the very best manfacturers in order to prevent 
decomposition, and unless more than 6 per cent, of alcohol be found in any sample of 
chloroform, it would probably he unwise to report it as adulterated. 

A. W. B. 




